easting, Dancing and Merrymaking

One of the most interesting parts of the SCA is
“events”, our word for the times when we put on
our medieval clothing, go out and dance those
dances we’ve been practicing, ﬂirt, eat, talk, and
generally have a good time. Events are held almost
every weekend of the year somewhere; some
weekends there may be as many as a couple dozen
events scattered around the SCA. Most groups hold
at least one event per year; some larger groups
will hold two or more. At events there are often
tournaments, art exhibits or competitions, classes
on all manner of medieval skills, workshops, and,
later in the evening, a medieval feast, Royal or
Baronial Court, and dancing.
There are many different kinds of events, and the
common pattern varies from place to place and
season to season. The events are the most fun to
most folk, because you get to go and show off all
the things you have been learning in the past few
months.

For More Information:
S.C.A. Society web site:
www.sca.org
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Material herein can be found at www.sca.org. Our thanks for their
work to provide such useful material.

hy Do you all have such funny names?

hat is the SCA?

Every person in the SCA picks a name to use in the
Society. It could be something simple and familiar
(John of Wardcliff) or something elaborate and
exotic (Oisin Dubh mac Lochlainn). Most people
pick a time period in the SCA “period” (pre-1600)
and a country (any place that can documented and
proven to have had trade with western civilization
during the period), and choose a name from that.
Some SCA members try to create a “persona”
which could have lived in some time and place
within the scope of the SCA, and ﬁt their garb and
activities to that persona; some people try to live
at events as if they were their personae. Other folk
simply pick a name and go ahead with life if the
“Current Middle Ages.”

The SCA is the Society for Creative
Anachronism, which is a group dedicated to
researching and recreating the Middle Ages in
the present. Many groups meet weekly, and at
these meetings we dance, talk, study, learn, revel,
and make plans. But ﬁrst, let’s get a little bit of
info about the SCA in general.

here did the SCA come from?
The avowed purpose of the SCA is the study and
recreation of the European Middle Ages, its crafts,
sciences, arts, traditions, literature, etc. The SCA
“period” is deﬁned to be Western civilization
before 1600 AD, concentrating on the Western
European High Middle Ages. Under the aegis of
the SCA we study dance, calligraphy, martial arts,
cooking, metalwork, stained glass, costuming,
literature... well, if they did it, somebody in the
SCA does it (Except die of the Plague!).
As you can probably guess, the thing that separates
the SCA from a Humanities 101 class is the active
participation in the learning process. To learn
costuming, you design and build costumes. To
learn SCA infantry ﬁghting, you make armor,
weapons, shields, etc., and put them on and go
learn how it feels to wear them when somebody is
swinging a (rattan) sword at you. To learn brewing,
you make your own wines, meads and beers.
You will frequently hear a SCA person describe
the SCA as recreating the Middle Ages “as they
ought to have been.” In some ways this is true -- we
have few plagues, indoor plumbing, few peasants.
In the dead of winter we have other things to eat
than King’s venison, salt pork and dried tubers.
However, a better description is that we selectively
recreate medieval culture, choosing elements of the
culture that interest and attract us.

Even our towns have medieval names. Lansing,
MI, is Northwoods, Toronto is Eoforwic, Boston
is Carolingia, the San Francisco bay area is the
Principality of the Mists, etc.

The SCA was started in 1966 in Berkeley, California
by a group of science ﬁction and fantasy fans
who wanted a theme party. Following the party,
a group got together to discuss the idea of a
medieval re-creation and re-enactment group
(which has ended up being much like the Civil
War, Revolutionary War or Buck-skinning reenactment groups that were beginning to form in
the US). In Britain, medieval and British Civil War
recreation societies had existed for any number of
years. The Californians incorporated as a non-proﬁt
educational society, started forming groups, and
away they went.
Since 1966, the society has grown to include over
24,000 paying members in the U.S., Canada,
United Kingdom, Sweden, Finland, Germany,
Italy, Greece, Romania, Japan, New Zealand, South
Africa and Australia. Many of us guess that for
every dues-paying member, there are three or four
other active participants.

The SCA has its own College of Arms, which
assists members in choosing a registering their
SCA names and heraldic devices. The College
of Arms assists members in their research,
to ensure that their names and devices are
appropriate to the medieval world we try to
create, and ensures that each person’s name and
device will be unique.

